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First Sunday of Advent
November 30, 2025

MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK

Saturday, November 29

4 pm.: Dr & Mrs Leonard Rolfes;
Bouvier family (living); Cindy Lavergne
Sunday, November 30

8:30 a.m.: John P Zagar

10 a.m.: For parishioners

Monday, December 1

7:30 a.m.:

Tuesday, December 2
7:30 a.m.:

Wednesday, December 3
7:30 a.m.: Geri P Kreamer
Thursday, December 4
7:30 a.m.: Kreamer family
Friday, December 5

7:30 a.m.:

Advent Mission

Immaculate Heart of Mary Church,
December 8, 9, 10 from 6-8 p.m. Fr Tony
Ricard, presenter.

Advent Preached Retreat

The Vulnerability of Rest, an Advent
preached retreat, will take place at Grand
Coteau beginning 4-6 p.m. December 8
until December 10 after lunch. This is a
silent, group-guided retreat led by Fr
Bryce Sibley. It offers time for prayer,
reflection, and rest helping retreatants
prepare their hearts for the coming of
Jesus at Christmas. For more information
or to register to go gcretreats.org or call
337-662-5251.

Holy Hour for Vocations

The monthly “Holy Hour for Vocations
and for the Spiritual Renewal of All
Priests” to will be held Monday,
December 1, from 6-7 p.m. here at St
Patrick’s. Recitation of the Rosary begins
at 5:30 p.m. All are welcome to join in
prayer for vocations and perseverance of
vocations to the priesthood and the
religious life. Sponsored by the Serra
Club of Lafayette.

Garage Sale

Holy Family Catholic School is hosting a
garage sale December 6, from 9 a.m.
until 2 p.m. at the school campus, 200
Saint John Street, Lafayette.

Festival de la Vie

Parc Sans Souci, January 17, 2026, from
10 a.m.-1 p.m. Join us to pray for a
greater respect for every life. For all the
details, visit diolaf.org/prolifefestival.

Child Smile Project

Join the Office of Justice and Peace in
bringing joy to those in need through the
Annual Child Smile Project. Donate gifts
to children whose parent or parents are
incarcerated and to children who struggle
with  special circumstances.  Visit
diolaf.org/smile to view the wish list and
purchase a gift through Amazon or
deliver to: Diocese of Lafayette,
Immaculata Center, 1408 Carmel Drive,
Lafayette, LA 70501. Hours are Monday
through Thursday, 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.
For more information contact Stephanie
Bernard at 337-261-5694 or
sbernard@diolaf.org.




The Light is on for You

Confessions will be heard in most parish
churches throughout the Diocese from
6:30-8 p.m. each Wednesday of Advent:
December 3, 10, 17. Fr Guillory will be
hearing confessions at St Pius Church on
those evenings. Prepare for the coming of
the Lord through the sacrament of
reconciliation.

Come, Lord Jesus!

This weekly study/support group focuses
on the upcoming Sunday readings in a
small group setting. A group meets at St
Patrick on Thursdays, at 5:30 p.m., in the
office building conference room. For all
interested in Scripture and deepening
their faith in connection with the holy
Eucharist. For more information please
call Mike Samson at 337-257-7888 or
email: michaelsamson@bellsouth.net.

Let us pray for:

Clarisse Dugas and Lucy Drozda, who
celebrate their birthdays on December 1.

Parishioner Ed Roy, who died at Lourdes
Hospital on November 24.

Doug Nicko, Terry Guidry, Joyce Stelly,
Harold Schoeffler, Bob Guidry, Bryan
Lege, Harry DeMette, Jarrell Sparrow,
and Brenda Simon for their health
concerns.

Please let us know of your prayer intentions, birthdays,
anniversaries, and other prayer-worthy occasions.

Email us at office@stpat.org.

Online giving at St Patrick’s

If you would like to contribute to St Pat-
rick's online, please visit our website
(stpat.org) and click Give Online at the top,
where you will be directed to Give 52. Fill
out the information and select St Patrick
Church from the drop-down menu.

Collect for the first Sunday of Advent
Grant your faithful, we pray, almighty
God, the resolve to run forth to meet your
Christ with righteous deeds at his coming,
so that, gathered at his right hand, they
may be worthy to possess the heavenly
kingdom.

From the Catechism, on the Church’s
social teachings, nn. 2427-2428

Human work proceeds directly from
persons created in the image of God and
called to prolong the work of creation by
subduing the earth, both with and for one
another. Hence work is a duty: “If any one
will not work, let him not eat.” Work
honors the Creator’s gifts and the talents
received from him. It can also be
redemptive. By enduring the hardship of
work in union with Jesus, the carpenter of
Nazareth and the one crucified on
Calvary, man collaborates in a certain
fashion with the Son of God in his
redemptive work. He shows himself to be
a disciple of Christ by carrying the cross,
daily, in the work he is called to
accomplish. Work can be a means of
sanctification and a way of animating
earthly realities with the Spirit of Christ. In
work, the person exercises and fulfills in
part the potential inscribed in his nature.
the primordial value of labor stems from
man himself, its author and its
beneficiary. Work is for man, not man for
work. Everyone should be able to draw
from work the means of providing for his
life and that of his family, and of serving
the human community.

Thank you for last week’s stewardship
Offerings......ccooeveiiiiiiieieeen. $3,951

Next week’s second collection is for St Patrick’s
building fund.



Prom the Pastor's Desk

With this first Sunday of Advent, our
liturgical life resets itself, and the Church
year begins again. In the three-year cycle
of readings for Sunday, this is year A,
during which, especially in Ordinary
Time, we will read from the Gospel of St
Matthew. Year B is dedicated to St Mark,
and Year C, which has just drawn to a
close, to St Luke. St John’s gospel is
read on special day through the year and
heavily during the Easter season.

The music that we
sing at Mass during
Advent is also geared
to helping us focus on
the coming of Christ.
On each Sunday of
Advent, we will begin
with a few verses of
“O come, O come
Emmanuel,” imploring
the Lord to come and
deliver us from
darkness and sin, to
be our light and our
salvation.

On the first Sunday of Advent, during
communion, we will sing “Wake, o wake
and sleep no longer,” which echoes the
second reading from St Paul’s letter to
the Romans, where he reminds us “it is
the hour ... to awake from sleep,” for our
salvation is near and “the day is at hand.”

On the second and third Sundays of
Advent, when the gospels speak of John
the Baptist, we will sing “On Jordan’s
bank,” during the offertory. This hymn
repeats the message and ministry of
John the Baptist, who was the precursor

to Jesus and who foretold his coming.
Jesus himself picked up the Baptist’s
message of repentance and conversion
as the kingdom of God drew near.

On the fourth Sunday of Advent, during
the offertory we will sing “Savior of the
nations, come,” a hymn attributed to St
Ambrose. This is a new hymn for us at St
Patrick’s, but its words and melody fit the
Advent season perfectly.

As usual, our recessional hymn will be
dedicated to Mary, the great Mother of
God. Over the past several Advents we
have sung “Stainless
the Maiden,” based on
a popular Polish Mari-
an hymn. The English-
language version of
this hymn is geared to
contemplating  Mary
as she carries the
Christ-child within her
womb. With Mary, we
await the coming of
the Savior, the birth of
him who is Light from
Light, true God from
true God. What is
Advent, really, but the last month of
Mary’s pregnancy, when with her, we
joyfully ready ourselves for the dawning
of salvation?

| encourage you, as always, to open up
the music books and to sing. Music at
Mass is not mere passive entertainment.
It is prayer. So | ask you to pick up the
hymnals, read the words, and open your
voices in the praise and worship of God.
As our voices join together, our prayers
and our hearts are lifted up in thankful

praise to the Lord our God. 2 »)



