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Fourth Sunday of Advent
December 21, 2025

MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK

Saturday, December 20

4 p.m.: Dr & Mrs Leonard Rolfes; Ron,
Wallace & Romaine Venable; Bart, Jules
& Isola Ledeune; Terry Guidry; Jarrod
Landry

Sunday, December 21

8:30 a.m.: John P Zagar; Van Mayhall
(living); Harry Demette

10 a.m.: For parishioners

Monday, December 22

7:30 a.m.: Josepha Boudreaux (living)
Tuesday, December 23

7:30 a.m.: Josepha Boudreaux (living)
Wed, December 24, Christmas Eve

4 p.m.: Louis & Ruby Delahoussaye;
Garber family; Terry Guidry; Joy & Lee J
Guillory, Sr.; Felix & Lola Spizale

6 p.m.: Richard & Lenore Holan; Leo
Drobnic; Fr Rex Broussard; Ken &
Geneva Phillips family; Cecelia & Junius
Ledet; Julia & Arther Phillips

Thurs, December 25, Christmas Day
8:30 a.m.: Kreamer family; Ashton
Petitiean family; Ronald Lege family;
Charlie Castille; Jerry Collins; Ed Roy;
Jack Boudreaux; Ronnie Savoie; Harry
Demette; Souls in Purgatory; Julia
Phillips; Robert Phillips; Oscar Phillips;
Jack Boudreaux; Ronnie Savoie; Connie
Miller

10 a.m.: For Parishioners

Friday, December 26

7:30 a.m.: Sandra Bernard

Advent penance service
On Monday, December 22, at St Pius
Church, several priests are available for
confessions from 4-7 p.m.

Holiday office closure

St Patrick’s office will be closed Tuesday
through Thursday of Christmas week as
well as New Year’s week.

No morning Mass on Christmas Eve
There will be no 7:30 a.m. Mass on
Christmas Eve morning.

Festival de la Vie

Parc Sans Souci, January 17, 2026, from
10 a.m.-1 p.m. Join us to pray for a
greater respect for every life. For all the
details, visit diolaf.org/prolifefestival.

We have seen his star in the East, and
have come with gifts to adore the Lord.
~ Matthew 2:2

Adult faith formation evening
Wednesday, January 14, 6 p.m. Jennifer
Sibille will present a bible study called “A
Covenant Journey through the Old
Testament.” Held in the conference room
in St Patrick’s office building.

St Patrick
Christmas Mass Schedule

Christmas Eve, December 24
4 p.m. and 6 p.m.
Christmas Day, December 25
8:30 a.m. and 10 a.m.

New Year’s Eve, December 31
4 pm.
New Year’s Day, January 1
9 a.m.




Child Smile Project

Join the Office of Justice and Peace in
bringing joy to those in need through the
Annual Child Smile Project. Donate gifts
to children whose parent or parents are
incarcerated and to children who struggle
with  special circumstances. Visit
diolaf.org/smile to view the wish list and
purchase a gift through Amazon or deliv-
er to: Diocese of Lafayette, Immaculata
Center, 1408 Carmel Drive, Lafayette, LA
70501. Hours are Monday through
Thursday, 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. For more
information contact Stephanie Bernard at
337-261-5694 or sbernard@diolaf.org.

Let us pray for:

Jonathan Ledune and Elizabeth
Sandridge, who celebrated their third
wedding anniversary on December 17.

Daylan Phillips, who graduated from UL
on December 19.

Ken and Geneva Phillips, who celebrate
their 53rd wedding anniversary on
December 23.

Andy Slovacek, who celebrates his
birthday on December 26.

Doug Nicko, Terry Guidry, Joyce Stelly,
Harold Schoeffler, Bob Guidry, Bryan
Lege, Harry DeMette, Jarrell Sparrow,
and Brenda Simon for their health
concerns.

Please let us know of your prayer intentions, birthdays,

anniversaries, and other prayer-worthy occasions.
Email us at office@stpat.org.

Online giving at St Patrick’s

If you would like to contribute to St Pat-
rick's online, please visit our website
(stpat.org) and click Give Online at the top,
where you will be directed to Give 52. Fill
out the information and select St Patrick
Church from the drop-down menu.

Collect for the forth Sunday of Advent
Pour forth, we beseech you, O Lord, your
grace into our hearts, that we, to whom
the Incarnation of Christ your Son was
made known by the message of an Angel,
may by his Passion and Cross be brought
to the glory of his Resurrection.

From the Catechism, on the Church’s
social teachings, nn. 2439-2441

2441 An increased sense of God and in-
creased self-awareness are fundamental
to any full development of human society.
This development multiplies material
goods and puts them at the service of the
person and his freedom. It reduces dire
poverty and economic exploitation. It
makes for growth in respect for cultural
identites and openness to the
transcendent.

2439 Rich nations have a grave moral
responsibility toward those nations that
are unable to ensure the means of their
development by themselves or have been
prevented from doing so by tragic histori-
cal events. It is a duty in solidarity and
charity; it is also an obligation in justice if
the prosperity of the rich nations has
come from resources that have not been
paid for fairly.

2440 Direct aid is an appropriate
response to immediate, extraordinary
needs caused by natural catastrophes,
epidemics, and the like. But ... it is also
necessary to reform international eco-
nomic and financial institutions so that
they will better promote equitable relation-
ships with less advanced countries. he
efforts of poor countries working for
growth and liberation must be supported.

Thank you for last week’s stewardship
Offerings......ccooeveiiiiiiieieeen. $4994
Retirement for Religious................. $871



Prom the Pastor's Desk

We all know that the Scriptures are a rich
source of prayer and inspiration for those
who approach them worthily, attentively,
and devoutly. For that reason, reading
and meditating on the Scriptures has
always been part of Christian prayer.

The Church’s liturgy as well is another
source that can inspire prayer and
reflection. Many of the prayers of the
liturgy are drawn from Scripture or from
biblical images, as down the millennia the
Church has lifted up her heart and her
voice to God in humble prayer.

Take for instance, the two
Prefaces of Advent. The
Preface of course comes
immediately before the
Eucharistic Prayer, and it
begins most commonly
with these words:

It is truly right and just, our
duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to
give you thanks, Lord, holy Father,
almighty and eternal God, through Christ
our Lord.

Then comes the main part of the first
Preface — For he assumed at his first
coming the lowliness of human flesh, and
so fulfilled the design you formed long
ago, and opened for us the way to
eternal salvation, that, when he comes
again in glory and majesty and all is at
last made manifest, we who watch for
that day may inherit the great promise in
which now we dare to hope — which
speaks of the first and second comings of

Christ, the reality of the Incarnation, the
plan of God for salvation, our hope in the
day of the Lord. All of these are themes
addressed in the Scripture passages that
we read during Advent. The first Preface
is used until December 16.

Beginning on December 17 and until
Christmas, the second Advent Preface is
used. And it reads — For all the oracles
of the prophets foretold him, the Virgin
Mother longed for him with love beyond
all telling, John the Baptist prophesied his
coming and proclaimed his presence
when he came. It is by his gqift that
already we rejoice at the mystery of his
Nativity, so that he may
find us watchful in prayer
and exultant in his praise.
The Preface, used in the
days nearer to Christmas,
invokes the prophets, John
the Baptist, who figures
heavily in Advent, as well
as Mary, whose last month
of pregnancy is celebrated
during the four weeks of
Advent. Rejoicing, praise,
and watchfulness are also themes of this
Preface, again drawn from the Scriptures
used during Advent.

| point this out to you so that you may
also turn to the liturgy — its texts and
prayers — as a source for personal prayer
and reflection. With a little attention and
ingenuity, it is not hard to see how the
Church’s worship, her liturgy, is deeply
scriptural, and how both Sacred Scripture
and the Holy Liturgy draw us in to the
mystery of God, who reveals himself to

us in the gift of Emmanuel,

God-with-us.



